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on Lucien Guitry's interpretation of his son's clever second rate
boulevard plays.   The acting generally, however, and the pro-
duction, were without question superior to English ditto.
I got some books on St. Paul and began to read them.
Comarques, Saturday, May 2gth.
Thursday was my 53rd birthday, and I had rheumatism all day.
James Douglas was in the strangers' room of the Ganick
lunching a boy.   Afterwards he introduced me to this boy, who
proved to be the celebrated Colonel Lawrence.1
Comarques, Saturday, June igth.
I came here for the summer yesterday evening. A fortnight
yesterday Basil Dean refused " The Bright Island ", and for-
feited his £200 ' caution money'. Yesterday it was accepted
with enthusiasm by the Lyric, Hammersmith, which theatre
had refused " Sacred and Profane Love" which Dean sub-
sequently accepted with enthusiasm.
Comarques, Saturday, July yd,
In spite of queer health and much loss of time, a period of hard
work is setting in. I have got more into the habit of getting up
about 5.30. This is a great advantage. I wrote the opening
scene of my new play on Thursday.
Yesterday I went to London and, with Lasky and Pinker at
lunch, made a contract with Lasky for a film. Lasky asked me
to go and stay with him in the cinema city in California and
offered to pay my fares both ways. I have to deliver this
film in 6 months. I have to deliver a 100,000 word novel in
about 7 months, and a series of say six short stories before the
end of April anyhow.
Comarques, Monday, July $th.
Edgar Selwyn here for the week-end. Edgar gave me some
good tips about screen-writing.—He said : you haven't got to
write for London, you have to write for Thorpe. I added to
this and said: you have to write for a Thorpe man who can't
hear and who can only read simple words. I see that any
projected revolution in the film can only be done gradually.
Edgar told me that the rents of N.Y. Theatres ran from
40 to 70 thousand dollars p.a., and that the Morosco was
1 Col. T. E. Lawrence, of Arabia.
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